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Upon her husband's untimely death Elyssa of Freyne petitions England's court to avoid a third

forced marriage and to gain custody of her frail son. Never again will a man control her life or her

fate. But the shire's new sheriff is no ordinary man. Although Geoffrey FitzHenry, Lord Coudray

owns the beauty of an angel--save for the scars his dead wife laid on him--it's said he's the Devil's

own spawn. He proves his black heart when steals her frail son from her. To save her son she must

reveal that she is with child and put herself in the sheriff's custody.Geoffrey FitzHenry curses the

law that demands all pregnant widows live as the sheriff's ward until their babes are born. Taking

this coppery-haired firebrand into his sphere threatens all he seeks to protect behind the rumors of

his supposed evil nature.
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"Autumn's Flame," the fourth book in Denise Domning's "The Graistan Chronicles." Domning has



done an incredible job of giving the reader a true flavor of medieval life in this book (as with the

entire series) -- the conversations, the action, the feelings -- all have the tone of twelfth century

England.The hero, Geoffrey FitzHenry, Lord Coudray, is the third son of Henry of Graistan. Even

though the widower hates living at Crosswell (shire's seat), Geoffrey has purchased the duties of

sheriff in the shire that oversees the lands that house his father-by-marriage, Baldwin de Gradinton

in an effort to keep his now mute and fearful daughter out of Gradinton's grasp. The death of

Gradinton's three sons have caused him to go to great lengths to gain custody of Cecilia, his only

living heir."Autumn's Flame" is the story of how Geoffrey becomes the ward over Lord Freyne's

newly widowed wife and her son, Jocelyn, a weak, monastery-bound, momma's-boy. Geoffrey is not

happy to have to take the sharp-tongued, "won't stay in her subservient place" widow. Geoffrey is

afraid that the strong-willed Elyssa of Freyne will unearth secrets that would ruin Cecilia's future.

That conflict will arise between Geoffrey and Elyssa is guaranteed, because Elyssa is determined to

find out why Geoff would let himself be perceived as evil, so she can extort her freedom and gain

custody of her son, Jocelyn.
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